
. 

Nov/Dec  

2010 

Palmetto Post  

Inside this issue:  

Pre-K 

Kindergarten  

Pg.2 

Pg.3 

1st grade  

2nd grade  

Pg.4 

Pg.5 

3rd grade  

4th grade  

Pg6 

Pg.7 

5th grade  Pg 8 

Reading Resource 

Counselor 

Pg.9 

Pg.10 

ESE 

 ELL 

Pg.11 

Pg.12 

Music 

Art  

Pg.13 

Pg.14 

Technology 

P.E. 

Pg.15 

Pg.16 

Media Center  

Special Events /Info.  

Pg.17 

Pg.18 

December is here and so too are cooler temperatures. Fortunately, Palmetto Elementary 

Schoolõs dress code includes provisions for warm and cold weather. If you are out shop-

ping for cold weather clothing, please remember to purchase items that are within our 

uniform policy. Such clothing, which can be purchased at a variety of stores, includes 

navy, tan, or black slacks; long -sleeved, solid color polo shirts; short -sleeved, white un-

dershirts; and plain, gray pullover sweatshirts.  Additionally, the Palmetto PTO sells blue, 

pink and green spirit sweatshirts for $13.00. Order forms for spirit sweatshirts are 

available at the front desk.   

 

Unfortunately, with the cooler weather, other dress code issues have come up. Please 

remember that leggings and/or tights are not allowed; and wearing a long sleeve shirt 

under a solid, short sleeve polo shirt is not allowed either. Finally, the only shoes Gators 

can wear are traditional tennis shoes with laces or Velcro closures.  

 

We thank you for supporting Palmetto Elementary Schoolõs uniform policy. 

      ~Barb Depouw 

Palmetto Elementary Schoolð An A+ School 

Home of the Gators 
2010 - 2011  

It seems math homework has long been a source of frustration for parents.  I canõt tell 

you the number of times Iõve heard things like, òI was never very good in math, so Iõm not 

surprised my child isnõt either.ó  As a former math teacher, that makes me cringe.  I 

worry about children thinking that gives them òpermissionó to do poorly, when in fact I 

truly believe everyone can be successful in math.  Iõve also heard parents say òI didnõt 

learn it this way,ó or òI donõt understand how youõre teaching this.ó  It is true that our 

methods have changed over the years, and it can be challenging for parents to help, par-

ticularly when their children insist that their teacher òdoesnõt do it that way.ó 

 

We are teaching math very differently this year, and it has been an exciting, and some-

times puzzling, experience for all of us.  Seeing and hearing about what weõre doing may 

have you scratching your heads, as well.  I think the only ones not challenged by this 

change are your children!  They are having a ball and surprising us with their thinking and 

all that they can do!  We are confident that their conceptual understanding of math will 

be enhanced by this approach, and we look for them to soar as mathematicians.  

 

We are hosting a Family Math Night on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 so that we can share our 

new math program with you.  Please mark your calendars and join your children, as they, 

along with their teachers, demonstrate a math lesson that will surprise and impress you.  

Our fabulous PTO will be taking orders for pizza that night, so that you may come right 

from work and have pizza with your family at 6:00 PM, and then go your childõs classroom 

for a math lesson at 7:00 PM.  

 

We hope to see everyone here!    ~Dr. Marilyn Moser  
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Pre - K Times/  
In November we had a presentation for Head Start parents 

from the National Missing and Exploited Children.  The children 

were fingerprinted and had a safety presentation in the class-

room. 

  

Thank you to our families for reading to us and recording the 

books we bring home every day. Please continue reading to us 

every day.  We have read many books during the past few 

months.  These are the ELLM books that we have been reading during November and Decem-

ber: The Big Leaf Pile ; Feast for 10 ; One Little, Two Little, Three Little Pilgrims ; ôTwas the 
Day After Thanksgiving ; Shake My Sillies Out ; and If You Take a Mouse to the Movies .  We 

have also enjoyed many books from the Media Center and our Lending Library, especially the 

ones Mrs. Doucette or Mrs. Benoit read to us during our time in the Media Center on Tuesdays 

at 9:00 AM.  Our thanks go out to Mrs. Doucette and Mrs. Benoit for sharing their time with 

us.  

 

We continue keeping busy learning and reinforcing our knowledge of the 

alphabet.  We are also learning to recognize the difference between up-

per and lower case letters. We are working on beginning sounds and on 

identifying numbers and colors.   We know how to point out the front, 

the back, the spine, and the 

title page of a book.  We are also practicing how to 

spell and write our names.  

 

We enjoy going to the playground very much with 

Mrs. Crosby and Mrs. Raisel.    A very special thank 

you goes to them for their tender and loving care. 

We are very lucky to have them work with us every 

day!  Mrs. Messonier continues to donate her time 

and teach us P.E. every week.  We enjoy playing 

with her very much!  

 

Thank you to kindergarten for inviting us to look for the Ginger Bread Girl with them.  It was a 

lot of fun!  



Page 3 Palmetto Post  

Kindergarten Korner  

We are continuing to learn letters, letter sounds and sight words.  We 

are excited about bringing home our guided reading books and sharing 

our new reading skills with our families.   We are also learning new 

math skills like, reading and writing our numbers to 15.  

 

In November we learned what it means 

to be thankful.  In December we enjoyed 

learning about The Polar Express .  We 

brought our pajamas to school, read The 

Polar Express  and sipped on hot cocoa.  

Kindergarten students even found a bell in their backpacks.   

 

We also baked a gingerbread man, but when we came 

back to school we found he had run away!! We had a 

great time on our hunt for the gingerbread man!!  We 

were very excited that he returned to our classroom at 

the end of the day.  Thank you Ms. DeTeso and Mrs. 

Anderson for your help with the gingerbread hunt.   

 

We also learned about Kwanza, Hanukah and other holidays that are 

celebrated during December.  We ended December with Holidays 

around the World.  We traveled to four different countries and filled 

our suitcases with goodies from each country.  Our last stop before 

winter break was a visit from Santa.  

 We hope everyone has a wonderful holiday break.   
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First Grade Feature 

 

 

 

Jambo! Shalom! Hola! Guten! 
Hello from around the world! First grade has traveled to the 

countries of Africa, Israel, Germany, and Mexico. A passport, a 

world map, and a suitcase helped accommodate our travel ex-

perience and artifacts collected. Students learned about the 

diverse traditions that are celebrated in the month of Decem-

ber, around the world. Each celebration integrated math, map-

ping skills, transportation, writing, reading, technology, and 

creativity.  

 

Please continue to read 100 Book Challenge books each night. 

Students should read for 15 -30 minutes per night. Remember, 

15 minutes of reading= 1 step recorded on the Reading Log.  



Imagine taking a safarié a body safari ! Our stu-

dents met with a special guest from an area hospi-

tal who revealed facts and information about 

the systems in our body and how they function. 

Did you know your body has over 200 bones and 

more than 600 muscles? Learning more about 

our bodies helps us to create goals for health 

and living well.  

We are  self smart and  body smart ! 

 

Imagine a time long agoéimagine living in Plymouth Village! Our 

students visited websites, read informational and fictional sto-

ries about the pilgrimsõ voyage and how they struggled to con-

struct a new life in a new world. After gathering facts, our stu-

dents drafted and published 

stories using the voice of a pil-

grim child.  

 

We are word smart, peo-

ple smart, and art smart!  

Sensational Second Grade News! 
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Third Grade Think Tank 
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Math 

Reading 

Social Studies/Science 

In reading, weõve been very busy!  Students are working 

hard to prepare for the FCAT in April.  We have learned 

many great strategies.  For example: reading the questions 

first and underlining/circling key words.  Some of the 

reading targets weõve been concentrating on are cause and 

effect and making inferences.  Please continue to read 

nightly at home and build that stamina!  

Students have been working very hard 

on narrative writing.  We had a òStrong 

Verbó day where they showed their 

muscles by using strong verbs.  

Also, we have been practicing how to 

score sample prompts by using the Six 

Traits.  We are learning how to add 

òvoiceó to our writing and how to make 

our sentences flow together . 

In science, we have been studying plants and we 

even grew our own lima beans.  Next, we will be 

learning about animals and their habitats.  In so-

cial studies, weõve learned about maps and globes.  

Also, we have studied the continents and oceans. 

Next up, we will begin to study the ancient civili-

zations.   

Writing 

We have been having a lot of fun in math inves-

tigating triangles, quadrilaterals, and other 

polygons.  We even got to create our own trian-

gles and quadrilaterals using straws and twist 

ties.  Students have learned about angles and 

have searched their classrooms for each type 

of angle (right, obtuse, and acute).  Next, we 

will be moving to multiplication and division.  

 



Fourth graders !!! I canõt believe Winter 

Break is almost here. It seems we have 

really jumped into our 2010 -1011 school year! 

In our new math series: Investigations and 
Envisions, the students are enjoying òhands-

onó activities and they are actively learning. 

We are currently focusing on multiplication. Fourth graders 

are expected to master the multiplication facts to 12, by the 

middle of this school year so that they are able to master divi-

sion, later on in the year. We are proud to say that they are 

off to a great start!  

 

As the half way point of the school year 

nears, the fourth graders here at Pal-

metto Elementary continue to work ex-

tremely hard. They are busy mastering 

math concepts, increasing their reading stamina, become bet-

ter writers and learning how to answer all 

those òWhat ifó question through òthe proc-

ess of scientific investigationó.  We look for-

ward to continuing in the tradition of excel-

lence here at Palmetto. Go Gators!  

Fourth Grade Focus 
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Fifth Grade 
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 Fabulous Fifth Graders  

Happy Holidays from the Fifth grade team! 
We have been working very diligently to prepare our students for the FCAT and 

middle school.  The students have been working hard in all areas.  

It is hard to believe that the second half of the year is upon us and FCAT will soon 

be here.  Winter Break will be a great time for students to review their skills, es-

pecially in math. The teachers would like to encourage all parents to have students 

read and practice their math facts daily.  As you already know the students enjoy 

DARE classes with Deputy Doria.  The students will soon be writing their Dare essays.  This 

is a great program to arm the student with knowledge to just say no!  

Science: We are learning about cells, ecosystems and how plants produce 
food. 

 

Writing :  We are continually working on 6 Traits in writing.  We invite all  

parents to check out the CCPS website on 6 Traits for more information. 

 

Social Studies: Fifth graders have been learning about the first ex-
plorers and how and when America was developed. 

We will also be hosting a ñHolidays Around the World Multicultural 
Fairò the last week in December.  We will have a passports and travel form 
country 

( room to room) to country to see how they celebrate the holidays. 

 

Math: Our new math program helps children deeply understand the con-
cepts of math and how they are connected.  We do many hands on 
activates that help the students problem solve.   

 

Reading/ Language Arts/ Grammar:  We continue to learn about 
story structure, plot development and, making inferences and drawing 
conclusions. 



  Extra! Extra! Read All About it...    By:  Mrs. Pike  
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Reading fluency is the ability to read phrases 

and sentences smoothly and quickly, while un-

derstanding them as expressions of complete 

ideas.  Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly 

and with expression. Their reading sounds 

natural, as if they are speaking. Readers who 

have not yet developed fluency read slowly, 

word by word. Their oral reading is choppy.  

Fluency is important because it provides a 

bridge between word recognition and compre-

hension. Because fluent readers do not have to 

concentrate on decoding the words, they can 

focus their attention on what the text means. 

They can make connections among the ideas in 

the text and their background knowledge.  Flu-

ent readers recognize words and comprehend 

at the same time. Less fluent readers, how-

ever, must focus their attention on figuring 

out the words, leaving them little attention for 

understanding the text. Here are a few ideas 

on how to help your child with reading fluency:  



Counselorõs Corner        By: Mrs. Campbell (Soup)377 - 9106  

 Top Ten Parenting Tips 
* Remember 5 positives to 1 negative  

* Set the stage for success, reward the effort  

* Give clear specific directions  

* Stay calm use a clear voice - Nagging is useless! 

* Set reasonable limits -- Avoid saying "always" or "never"  

* Be CONSISTENT --  "Yes means yes and No means no" 

*Set the example --  "Actions speak louder than words"  

* Proactively anticipate situations  

* Have patience --  If you can live through 20 minutes of whining, your children WILL find something else to do.  

* Have fun and enjoy the ride  

adapted from :  

http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/family/TOP%20TEN%20POSITIVE%20BEHAVIOR.pdf  

 

  

Diez  Consejos Practicos  Para Educar  Sus  Hijos 

 
*  Recuerde cinco aspectos positivos de su hijo cuando encuentre un aspecto negativo en su hijo.  

* Cree un escenario   para el éxito de su hijo, recompense el esfuerzo de su hijo.  

* De  instrucciones claras y específicas a su hijo.  

* Mantenga la calma y use una voz clara con su hijo. Una voz regañona es inútil.  

* Establezca a su hijo límites razonables. No use las palabras " siempre " o " nunca" . 

* Sea   CONSISTENTE: Si dice sí, ósignifica síó y si dice no, òsignifica no" 

* Sea un buen ejemplo para su hijo "Las acciones hablan más fuerte que las palabras"  

* Como padre debe estar listo para   anticipar situaciones.  

* Tenga  paciencia. Si usted puede tolerar veinte minutos de molestía provocada por sus hijos, ellos encontrarán algo más que ha cer.  

* Diviértase y disfrute de ser padre.  

Traducción adaptada de una version en Inglés:  

http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/family/TOP%20TEN%20POSITIVE%20BEHAVIOR.pdf  

 

Dis Konsèy Pratik pou Edike timoun ou-yo 
 

*Sonje senk aspè pozitif nan timoun ou -an lè li fè yonn ki negatif  

*Prepare timoun ou -an  pou siksè e rekonpanse efò li yo   

*Bay timoun ou -an enstriksyon espesifik e klè  

*Rete kalm e itilize yon vwa ki klè ð Fè anpil bri pa regle anyen  

*Mete limit rezonab pou timoun nan ð Pa janm itilize òtoujouó ou òJam¯ó 

*Se pou-w KONSISTAN --  òWi siyifi Wió e Non siyifi Nonó 

*Bay bon egzanp ð òAksyon pale plis ke paw¸ló 

*Paran dwe prè pou vizyone sitiyasyon yo   

*Gen pasyans ð Si-w kapab sipòte move  konpòtman timoun nan jiska 20 minit, yo pa pral chache yon lòt move bagay 

pou fè.  

*Gen kontantman e jwi moman -w kòm papa.   

Tradiksyon - sa sòti nan yon vèsyon Anglè:  

http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/family/TOP%20TEN%20POSITIVE%20BEHAVIOR.pdf    
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Exceptional Student Education  

 Wow!  We have that first taste of cold air here in Florida!  It is hard to believe that the 

holiday season is already here! (Funny how that seems to happen every year!)   

Many welcome the season with handed down traditions that families revisit every year. 

Traditions can make meaningful memories and strengthen our childrenõs foundations for read-

ing and learning success.  One family might make Christmas cookies together, or another at-

tend a tree lighting ceremony, and yet another might listen to audio books or sing holiday songs 

while wrapping presents.  You could put your reading and writing skills together by writing down 

your familyõs tradition, or make a recipe book of favorite recipes.  Simple things such as these 

review what we have all learned and expands on such that you can incorporate math skills 

(recipes ð measurement), science (what happens when you add wet and dry ingredients), writing 

skills (organization of writing and expression), and reading skills (understanding the recipe, new 

vocabulary such as òsimmeringó) without even realizing it, yet there is that connection to learn-

ing and the real world.  Put your art skills to work and decorate that family recipe book and you 

have made a great gift!  

No matter what your tradition, or what you might choose as a new tradition, the  best 

present of it all is that quality time you have with your child!  

Please enjoy your time with your children and have a safe and happy holiday season!  
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English Language Learners  

 

¡Imagínate esto! Usa imágenes mentales mientras lees  
 

Una manera de ayudar a que un niño comprenda lo que está leyendo es por medio de la visualización mental de partes de 

la historia. Estas "películas mentales" le ayudan al niño a esclarecer la información y a aumentar su comprensión, además 

de que se pueden realizar con textos de ficción o de no -ficción. Las imágenes pueden incluir cualquiera de los cinco senti-

dos. 

 

Muchos de los libros que lee con su hijo pueden ya incluir ilustraciones hermosas, así que pruebe hacer esta práctica de 

visualización utilizando libros más largos cuando lea en voz alta. O siéntese frente a su niño y lea algunas páginas sin que 

su niño vea las imágenes. A continuación, siga estos pasos sencillos y breves para brindarle a su niño la práctica de la for-

mación de imágenes mentales: 

 

Comience la lectura. Haga una pausa después de leer unas pocas frases o párrafos que contengan buena información des-

criptiva.  

 

Dele a conocer  la imagen que usted se ha creado en la mente y háblele de las palabras del libro que le han ayudado a 

"dibujar" su imagen. La imagen puede referirse al lugar, los personajes o las acciones. De este modo, digamos que usted 

está poniéndole el ejemplo sobre el tipo de imagen que desea que su hijo se forme.  

 

Comente sobre cómo estas imágenes le ayudan a comprender lo que está pasando en la historia.  

 

Continúe leyendo. Haga una pausa de nuevo y comparta la nueva imagen que usted se ha creado. Luego, pídale a su hijo 

que comparta con usted lo que él ve, oye, saborea, huele y siente. Pídale que le diga cuáles fueron las palabras que le ayu-

daron a formarse la imagen mental y las emociones. Con esta acción, usted le brinda a su niño la práctica de esta nueva 

destreza.  

 

¿Son sus imágenes idénticas? ¡Probablemente no! Este es un buen momento para explicar por qué las imágenes pueden ser 

diferentes. Tal vez su hijo fue a una excursión escolar o tuvo una asamblea de la escuela que le hicieron cambiar la mane-

ra en que se formó la fotografía en la mente. Tal vez las experiencias que ha tenido como adulto hayan influido en lo que 

usted "se dibujó". Es importante comprender y respetar esas diferencias.  

 

Lea una parte más larga del texto y continúe el proceso de compartir.  

 

Una vez que ésta se vuelva una destreza familiar, anime a su niño a utilizar las imágenes mentales cuando lea por sí solo. 

Usted puede estar seguro de que esas imágenes mentales ayudarán a que su niño entienda la historia de una manera im-

portante.  
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                    The Music Stage             
         By: Ms. Federico   

December is a busy time for music! We are learning about different 

cultures of people and how they celebrate at holiday time. One thing 

we understand is that what all people have in common, no matter what 

race, religion, or background you come from, we all share the joy of 

music. So we are singing and playing instruments to accompany the 

many different types of songs; from Chanukah, Los Posadas, Sankta 

Lucia, and Kwanzaa, to traditional English, French, and German carols 

that have been brought here from Europe and sung for hundreds of 

years. Songs like òDeck The Hallsó, òJoy to the Worldó, and the famous 

German carol, òSilent Nightó, to more popular songs like òRudolphó, 

òFrosty the Snowmanó and òJingle Bells,ó an old sleigh song!  Music 

class helps us understand the history of many cultures, and how over 

time, music evolves and changes as society, people, and the world 

change. Music is a universal language. 

 

Congratulations to the 4 th  

graders for a great Holiday 

music program!  Thanks to the 

parents for all of your support! 

We are looking forward to the 

all school holiday sing along on 

December 17! 

And to all Palmetto Elementary 

families; Have a Wonderful Holiday and a very Happy New Year!  

       ~Musically Yours, Ms. Federico  
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             The Art Studio  
                   By: Mrs. Guidry 

 

We have been very busy producing our art. The past few weeks 

we have created artwork -representing Autumn and Winter. 

The students will be taking their entire artwork collection 

home in personalized portfolios toward spring. This enables 

them to keep everything together from the 2010 -2011 school 

year.  

 

 We are very fortunate to have our own personal art gallery hanging 

on the walls of our school featuring our young artists. In addition to 

that, I have been selecting various pieces throughout the months to 

display in libraries and offices around our community. The students 

whose artwork is chosen for these displays receive an art certifi-

cate to take home to share the news with their families.   

 

Our Administration Center is also holding a Fall Art exhibit with one studentõs work chosen 

from each school in Collier County.  I would like to congratulate Jesse B.  in Mrs. Roanõs 1st 

grade class for being selected.  Jesse received a certificate from Dr. Thomas, Collier Countyõs 

Superintendent.  I would also like to congratulate Anatasia J. in Ms. Laingõs 2nd grade class 

whose work was recognized as an honorable mention.  Their art is hanging in the Adminstration 

Building and each received their certificate.  Great Job!   

 

The 4 th  and 5th  graders at Palmetto Elementary will 

soon be creating art that represents some of the 

current art exhibits at the Naples Art Museum. Jes-

sica Wozniak is the education coordinator at the 

Naples Art Museum, and she has brought a program 

to Palmetto Elementaryõs fourth and fifth grade stu-

dents for the past three years. These students will 

also get to visit the art museum in the spring.  

                   ñMs. Guidry  
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          Tech Talk    
By: Mr. Holt  

 

Our students continue to soar in the Technology Lab.  We have 

been very busy learning about Science and Technology.  Kindergar-

ten students are exploring our earth, space and our moon.  Wow, 

they are learning fast!  First grade students had a lot of fun 

learning about matter, solids, liquids and gases.   Our second grade 

students just finished a Power Point project about the different 

forms of energy.  They are becoming very proficient using Power 

Point.  Third graders are discovering interesting facts about Animal 

Groups. They are learning how to research for information and re-

cord it using their own words.  4th and 5 th grade students are cre-

ating a project about Ecosystems.  They are investigating the in-

teractions of the plants and animals that live in different ecosys-

tems.     

 

Coming Sooné 

The week before winter break we are taking another trip to the 

Science Lab.  We all are going to learn how to build circuits.                

                                    

Our students canõt wait! 
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The P.E Pavilion  

                    By: Coach Messonnier & Coach Weston          

 

The Physical Education department at Palmetto 

Elementary has been participating in many fun ac-

tivities.  All of the students have learned the 

sport of horseshoes, playing in the field throwing 

horseshoes for many exciting ringers. The third 

though fifth graders have been playing the team 

sports of football, basketball, and volleyball.  Kin-

dergarten through second graders have been play-

ing lead-up games to these team sports of flag tag, 

basketball skillastics, and catch a falling star.   

 

Each grade level has improved on their fitness level 

by jogging one lap around the basketball court with-

out stopping and walking. The students realize if they jog at a nice 

even pace they are able to run the entire distance without stopping.  

 

Our Jump Rope for Heart was very successful raising $475 for the 

American Heart Association. The students participated by jumping the 

single rope, long rope, Chinese jump rope, and 

they were also able to hula hoop.  Music was 

played and fun was had by all.  
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          Eqnl sgd Qd`chmf Rs`bjrè 

                PLE Media Center 

The mission of the Palmetto Elementary School Media Center is to create a warm, welcoming, and inviting environment 
where patrons can meet their educational and recreational needs to increase their sense of confidence and persever-
ance in learning.  

 

Hereõs to Our Heroes!  Reading Saves the Day Book Fair was a success!  The students enjoyed visiting 

the book fair in the media center.  McGruff, the Crime Fighting Dog also stopped by at lunch time to 

see the students in the cafeteria.  We give thanks to all of our local heroes and to our volunteers who 

were able to donate their time in assisting our students choose great books!  Kindergarten and 1 st  grade 

students have been enjoying their weekly media time.  Last month we read books by author Kevin Hen-

kes including Kittenõs First Full Moon, Birds , and Chrysanthemum.  Students in 2 nd and 3rd  grades are 

currently learning how to locate books on the shelves in the different sections of the media center.  

This month we are talking about the Dewey Decimal system and how we find books in the non -fiction 

section.  The 4 th  grade students have been asking great questions about copyright issues, and the 5 th  

grade students have been learning how to cite their sources correctly.  In addition, the Florida Sun-

shine State Young Readers Award books for 2010 -2011 are being introduced to the students in Grade 3

-5.  Students must read at least 3 of the books in order to participate in the voting celebration to be 

held on April 1 st  for the best book in the state of Florida.  Please see the media website at http://

www.collierschools.com/ple/media.htm  for a list of these books.  

Mrs. Doucette & Mrs. Benoit  

A library is not a luxury but one of the necessities of life. 

 ~ Henry Ward Beecher 

 

 

http://www.collierschools.com/ple/media.htm
http://www.collierschools.com/ple/media.htm

