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* Palmetto Elementary School- An A+ School
Home of the Gators

2010-2011

We are so happy to welcome everyone back to our "A" school, where our focus is H
on student achievement and development . You are probably aware that we are H
making changes in the way we teach math. I hope that your children are sharing B
tales from school and that you see a difference in the kind of homework assign- ®

ments that come home. Our new curriculum and resources featureinquirylearn- gy e e e E E R R B B B

ing, where children have many opportunities to explore and use hands-on materi-
als. We believe that this approach will lead to greater conceptual understanding,
and ultimately, increased achievement in math.

On the development side of our mission, I am pleased to share that another
building-wide focus is that our students and staff are "living the Golden Rule.”
We are grateful to our PTO, who bought copies of Ilene Cooper's The Golden Rule
for every classroom so that students may hear the message and revisit it as of -
ten as needed. Please look at the copy on our counter in the lobby so that you

will know what we are sharing with all of our PLE family.

We hope that you will be active members of our school community. Be a volun-
teer! Visit us at school or on our website! Join our PTO and be involved in the
many great things that are happening here—we have something for everyonel

Best of all—your children benefit from your active participation in our school.

~ Dr. Marilyn Moser

Have we really been in school for nine weeks? The calendar tells us that the end
of the first quarter is here, this means that report cards will be sent home soon.
As a matter of fact, look for your child's report card on November 2. Report
cards are filled with information related to your child's academic progress, study
skills and conduct, effort and participation in related arts, and attendance. Spe-
cial thanks to all of you who encourage and require your children to attend school
regularly. Certainly, there are times when a child is too sick to come to school,
but success at school is dependent upon attendance. Attendance includes, coming
to school on time and staying all day. Our school day begins promptly at 8:25 and
students are dismissed at 2:50. New this year, early pickup information is in-
cluded within the tardy category. Please try to schedule appointments and meet-
ings outside the school day. If you have any questions, please feel free to con-
tact me at 377-9100.

~ Barb DePouw

]
]
|
]
]
|
]
]
|
]
]
|
]
]
|
Aug/Oct
2010
Inside this issue:
Pre-K Pg.2
Kindergarten Pg.3
1st grade Pg.4
2nd grade Pg.5
3rd grade Pgé
4th grade Pg.7
5th grade Pg 8
Reading Resource Pg.9
Counselor Pg.10
ESE Pg.11
ELL Pg.12
Music Pg.13
Art Pg.14
Technology Pg.15
P.E. Pg.16
Media Center Pg.17
Special Events /Info. Pg.18




Pre-K Times/

The first thing we want to do is to thank everyone who has helped us with our day from arriving at
school, breakfast, lunch, dismissal, etc. A special thank you goes to Mrs. Crosby and Mrs. Raisel for
all they do for us every day.

We have been keeping very busy learning our classroom routines, shapes, colors, songs and numbers and
testing to see what we know. We have also learned about transportation. In early September Mr.

Michael Kirksey from the CCPS Transportation Department, came to our classroom to give us school
bus safety training. The children enjoyed the bus ride around the bus loop very much. In the month of
September we also had a presentation from Ms. Denise Self to teach us about Hands Are For Help-
ing Not For Hitting.

During the month of October we had a presentation on Fire
Safety. We are having a presentation for Head Start parents
from the National Missing and Exploited Children at 8:30 AM on
November 2, 2010. Please join us!

We have been very lucky to have Mrs. Messonier teach us P.E.
7 once a week before breakfast on Wednesdays. She has taught us
some bean bags and scarf activities including juggling. Now we are
learning dances. Our thanks to Mrs. Messonier for her dedication
and for donating her time to Head Start.

We have read many books in the classroom including My Favorite Bear, Five Little Ducks, Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, Mouse Paint, The Giraffe Made Her Laugh, The Humongous Cat,
Kipper, and Whose Mommy is This?. We enjoyed role playing Five Little Ducks in the classroom. We
are also going to the Media Center for story time with Mrs. Doucette or Mrs. Benoit on Tuesdays at
9:00 AM. Mrs. Maggie Froitzheim, our Speech Pathologist, comes to our classroom on Tuesdays at
2:00 PM and sometimes shares a book with us or does an activity. Mrs.
Carol Clabaugh, our ELLM coach, comes to our classroom every Monday.

We had the opportunity to go see Corduroy when he visited PLE. We lis-
tened to one of his stories. We also saw a Ronald McDonald presentation.
We played games and danced with him. The children also had their hear-
ing, sight and teeth checked at the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile.
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Kindergarten Korner

Kindergarten is a time of new beginnings and

independence for children. We have enjoyed

getting to know all of our kindergarten stu-

dents. We plan on having a wonderful school
D year!

We have been working hard and having FUN!
We are learning about letters, letter sounds,
colors, shapes, patterns and numbers. We
have also learned about our five senses, ap-
ples, pumpkins and fire safety.

We celebrated "Teddy Bear
« Week." All of our students
brought in their favorite teddy
o bear. Our teddy bears joined us
’ZL during math, reading, writing, cen-
ter time and
ended their
visit with a teddy bear picnic. We enjoyed
having our cozy friends here with us at
school. We also had story time with Cordu-
roy. We look forward to learning many new |
things during the rest of the school year. :

Palmetto Post Page 3 ‘




First Grade Feature

First graders have been busy dliscovering, investigating, and engaging all of the
experiences of becoming an independent learner.

In Science, students have been investigating and discovering the world around
them using their five senses, science tools, and learning the concepts of force
and motion. We use the science lab to help us develop a

better understanding of each concept.

In math we are also investigating every day! We have 10

so much fun playing games and learning the many ways to

build numbers and number sentences. We have also

learned how to explain our thinking and method of solv-

ing math problems. We are entering a new investigation

of math called making shapes and designs. Please look

for daily practice pages, new games, family letters, or projects that will be sent
home to reinforce what we have learned in class.

Our students are becoming independent readers! Our Daily Five program has
) really helped our first graders to engage in independent lit-

( /\ ®© eracy activities. Each day they have an opportunity to read
i 100 Book Challenge books, read with buddies, work on writ-
ing, work with words, and listen to reading. We have
started our spelling unit. Each night students will have a
spelling homework. Please check their BEE BOOKS daily for
homework assignments.

7%

First graders should be reading at least 15 minutes each night to help build flu-
ency, comprehension, and confidence. 100 Book Challenge books are a great way
to help with this. Please be sure that your child is reading his/her books every
night and filling in one step on the Reading Log. Thank you for your support.
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. Sensational Second Grade News! .

Sights and Sounds of Science:

Our learners have discovered that everything in our ®O

world is made of matter. Look around and you will o

discover solids, liquids and gases. Observe your N

world! Think like a scientist! U
Mervelous Math:

Shapes delight us! Our learners have dis-

% ﬁ covered the traits of shapes. Transform

a shape and you will see other shapes.
Name the shapes that builders use, de-

@ @ signers draw and artists seek. Shapes are
everywherel!

Wondrous Words:

Our second graders are publishing nar-
rative stories, powerful poetry and inno-
vations on favorite stories. How can you
paint a picture with words? Can you make
your pencil dance with the sound of mu-
sical language?
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Third Gradg Think Tank

The year is of f to a great start! Mrs. Cosslett, Ms. Durrance,
Mrs. McKaig, and all of the third grade students are proud to have Ms.
Podzimek and Mrs. Trimble join the third grade team.

Reading

Of course, reading is at the top of our priority list. Understanding
what we read is the key. Our focus is on applying comprehension
strategies throughout the day whether it be during guided reading
groups, 100 Book Challenge, or Read o Someone time.

Writing

In writing we have been using graphic organizers to note our ideas and
then using interesting leads to write a narrative. We're also expanding
our vocabulary to include more interesting details in our writing.

Social dStudigs/Seignee

The focus in social studies has been on types of communities. In sci-
ence, we have been discussing the scientific method while doing sev-
eral investigations.

Yet, it's not all work and no
play. We had the pleasure of
visiting the Philharmonic and
seeing different instruments
up close. We also have enjoyed
several PBS rewards including
the Fall Olympics.
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Fourth Grade Focus

Fourth graders have been working extremely hard this first quarter! We are going to go on various field
trips this year. They are Rookery Bay which is a National Estuary, The Naples Art Museum to have a better un-
derstanding about art, and Florida Gulf Coast University for Panther Posse. We look forward to venturing out of
the classroom and learning from our community members.

In reading, we have been practicing identifying main idea and details, finding the author's purpose, under-
standing setting and identifying the plot. We have implemented a new reading program for center time called
The Daily 5. It is helping students stay on task and it is activities based from the 5 components of: Read to some-
one, Read to self, Working with words, Work on writing, and Listen to reading. Further, our students are working
really hard at reading "steps" for 100 Book Challenge and many have surpassed 100 steps already! Way to go!

Social Studies/Science

Social Studies in fourth grade covers history from the perspective of Florida. Students are learning
about various Native Americans who dwelled in our beautiful state. In addition, students will continuously learn
more about Florida's geography and map skills.

Science class has been focused on the study of the scientific process. Students have studied the various
tools for observing and handling, tools that measure volume and length, as well as basic other tools scientists use.
We started investigating plants. The most fascinating aspect of plants is that it is a never ending cycle!

Writing

FCAT Writing will be coming up in March 2010. Students have been learning how to become even better
writers using the 6 traits of good writing. Students have written narratives as well as expository essay. Keep

e -

In math class, we have fully embraced the new math series called investigations. This math book allows
students to investigate with their background knowledge to get a deeper understand of the math concepts. We
are excited about the new hands-on approach to learning mathematics.

Remember the ways to be successful to have an outstanding 4th grade year: read together daily, estab-
lish a daily routine for homework, be involved in your child's school, focus on your child's progress, work with your
child, set limits for your child, feach your child to be responsible, and make learning important.
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When Fox TV Meteorologist Brian
Monahan arrived as a special guest
this past month fo introduce a variety
of science weather activities, Palmetto
5™ graders were ready for him. Not
only did the students diligently study
weather concepts in the classrooms,
they also used some very sophisticated
computer probes to track daily baro-
metric and femperature fluctuation
and data. They were even able to
measure UVA and UVB ultraviolet rays
from the sun. 5™ graders then
graphed the information with the assistance of our Media Specialist Kari
Doucette and presented their findings to Brian Monahan. A mutually satisfying
event was had by all! Brian Monahan engaged the students with his fascinating
weather activities, and the 5™ graders impressed Brian with their knowledge of
weather and technology!

In Reading, students have incorporated a trip to the Caribbean into their daily 5!

Each 5™ grade class has students working on creating a travel brochure to per-
suade people to visit the Caribbean Islands. Students select a country to re-
search, read all about their country and graphically organize the information with
an emphasis on persuasive writing skills.

During Math classes, students are encouraged to use investigative strategies and
manipulative tools to discover the answers to the multiple step problems pre-
sented in our new math series.

Our focus is on finding volume and surface area with rectangular prisms, and de-
termining the properties of a variety of 3 dimensional objects.
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Extral Extral Read All About it...

By: Mrs. Pike

Palmetto Elementary has started off the year with a new
reading structure during your child's literacy block. The Daily
Five is a literacy structure that allows for differentiation in
the classroom and provides consistency. It isan integrated
literacy instruction and classroom management system for use
in reading and writing workshops. The Daily Five is a system

of five literacy tasks that teaches students independence:
Read To Self, Work on Writing, Read To Someone, Spelling/Word Work, and Lis-
ten To Reading. Ask your child about one of these literacy tasks and I am sure

you will learn all about it!

100 Book Challenge has started its third year

here at Palmetto Elementary with

a bang, thanks to Lucia Benoit and Kathy Johnson! Children received their 100
Book books the first week of school and have been reading, reading , reading

ever since. Mrs. Benoit has put up
a beautiful 100 Book Challenge
reading graph in the hallway right
next to the cafeteria. Make sure
you come and check it out! Since
this is our third year with 100
Book Challenge we are missing
LOTS of books. Please check all
around the house, in your child's
bedroom, and their backpack for
any 100 Book Challenge books . If
you do happen to find any books
please send them back to school

with your child and have your child give the books to his/her teacher.

Palmetto Post
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Counselor's Corner By: Mrs. Campbell (Soup)377- 9106

School Psychologist

Schools in the Collier district have school psychological services available to all students. School Psychologists
provide a variety of services to schools among which is to help identify and treat learning and behavior problems
that interfere with school success. School Psychologists provide the following services:

e Serveas a part of school feams that plan and evaluate learning and behavioral interventions for students.
In addition, they help plan and implement interventions for students with social, motivational, adjustment,
and emotional difficulties.

e Assist schools in collecting and analyzing data to determine student needs and the outcome of interven-
tions.

e Provide individual counseling and group counseling.

e Provide consultation with families to assist with parenting and to foster home-school collaboration.

School Psychologists have had extensive training in psychology and typically hold graduate degrees along with
state and frequently, national certification. If you have questions or concerns you would like to discuss with the
School Psychologist at your child's school, please call the school directly to schedule a meeting.

Parents: You can “Help Your Child Get Organized”

Require daily assignment sheet. Consistently check the assignment sheet daily. Develop a system of rewards that fit your
values. Be consistent. Provide adequate study space. Provide a “spot” for completed homework. Make sure the “spot” is on
the way out the door! Use a timer, if necessary, to help keep child on task and for parent support. Go through your child’s
backpack every day. Talk with your child about school daily. Say: “Let’s look at your assignment sheet.” “Tell me what you
liked best about school today.” Be a role model. Be as consistent as possible.

Ayudar a su hijo/a a organizarse

Esto requiere ver diariamente la hoja de tarea de su hijo/a. Se necesita revisar esta hoja de tareas diariamente. Trata de ser
estricto y consistente en hacer esto. Tiene que formar un sistema de premios para ensefnarles aprobacion a sus hijos. Se
necesita dar los premios con consistencia. Provea espacio suficiente para estudiar. Provea un lugar especifico para guardar
las tareas y sus materiales escolares. Antes de que se acueste el nifio, asegurase que su nifio ha puesto todo lo que va a
necesitar el proximo dia en su lugar. Se sugiere que este lugar sea cerca de la salida. Para llevar a cabo la tarea, déle a su
hijo/a un tiempo fijo para completar cada parte. Al hacer esto le da mas confianza y apoyo a su nifio/a de manera que man-
tenga mejor la atencion en su trabajo. Hable con su nifio y escuche diariamente lo que tiene que decir de la escuela. Digale:
Me gustaria hablar contigo de como pasaste el dia. Revise su mochila todos los dias. Preguntale ver la hoja de tarea. Sea
usted un buen modelo para su hijo. Sea usted lo mas consistente posible.

“Paran, ou kapab ede timoun pa-w la 6ganize li byen”

Sa mande pou-w chyeke papye devwa’d mezon-yo chak jou. Devlope you sistem rekonpans ki apopriye ak valé-w. Fok ou
regulye ak li. Eseye gen yon espas kofotab e san bwi pou etidye e pou fé devwa’d mezon. Kontwole timoun nan l¢ lap etidye
pou-l pa gaspiye tan. Chyeke valiz timoun nan chak jou. Pale ak li chak jou de lekdl. Di li: “annou gade papye devwa a.” “Di-
m kisa ou renmen plis nan lekodl ou-a.” Toujou swiv timoun-nan e toujou montre-I ke-w se yon modeél.
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Exceptional Student Education

Here we are, off to another great year at PLE! Exceptional Stu-
dent Education (ESE) has many events going on. The first 2 weeks of
October are ODisability History and Awareness Weeks. Check out
some of the books we have in the Media Center dealing with different
abilities people may have. Stay tuned to the News to catch the ques-
tion of the day dealing with Awareness Weeks! You will be surprised to
see some very famous people who have had and still have disabilities.

We will be doing a sensitivity training with the 4™ graders later in
the spring as a follow up to Disability History and Awareness Weeks.
The students will have the opportunity fo experience ADD/ADHD, Dys-
lexia, and different physical disabilities.

As a reminder, the ESE team would like to let parents and staff
to know what a great resource we have in CHADD. CHADD of Collier
County is a local chapter of the national
nonprofit organization that provides in-
formation and support to adults and to . \
parents of children with Attention Defi-
cit/Hyperactivity Disorder (all sub-
types), and to educators and other inter-
ested professionals. In addition to meet-
ing monthly, CHADD has many other

events and speakers that are helpful to
students, teachers and parents.

“
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English Language Learners

Consejos para padres: Conferencias de padres y maestros
Durante el afio escolar los maestros le invitaran a participar en las reuniones de padres y maestros. Usted
también puede solicitar una conferencia en cualquier momento.

¢Qué sucede si no hablo inglés?
Usted tiene derecho a solicitar que un intérprete esté presente en la conferencia. Tam-
bién puede traer a un amigo o a un familiar que se encargue de la interpretacion.

Antes de la conferencia
e Preguntele a su nifio qué le parece la escuela.

e Preguntele a su nifio si hay algo sobre lo que él quisiera que usted le hable a su
maestro.

e Indiquele a su nifo que usted y el maestro se relnen para ayudarle.

Prepare una lista de preguntas como las siguientes: ¢Cuales son las materias en las
gue mi nifio es mas fuerte y mas débil? ¢Entrega mi nifio la tarea a tiempo? ¢Participa
mi nifio en la clase? éMi nifo parece estar feliz en la escuela? éQué puedo hacer en
casa para ayudar?

Durante la conferencia

e Llegue a tiempo (o temprano) a la reunién.

e Reldjese y sea usted mismo.

e Haga las preguntas mas importantes primero.

e Si su nifio recibe servicios especiales, como clases de inglés, pregunte sobre el progreso de su nifio en esas
clases.

e Pida que le expliquen lo que no entiende.

Pidale al maestro que le indique cdmo puede ayudar a su nifio en
casa.

Después de la conferencia
e Hable de la conferencia con su nifio.

e Hable sobre los puntos positivos y sea directo acerca de los
problemas.

e Comuniquele a su nifio cualquiera de los planes que usted y el
maestro hayan hecho.
Manténgase en contacto con el maestro durante el afio escolar.

Recuerde... iSi le invitan a una conferencia, esto no significa que su
nifio esta en problemas! Los maestros tratan de reunirse con todos
los padres. Usted y el maestro desean lo mejor para su nifio. Am-
bos pueden ayudar a su nifio colaborando como equipo.

Estamos aqui para ayudarle. Cualquier pregunta, comuniquese con el Dept. ELL.

Carmen Mirabal 239-377-8861 mirabaca@collier.k12.fl.us
Luz Ceron 239-377-9198 ceronlu@collier.k12.fl.us
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The Music Stage

By: Ms. Federico

What a great start we are off to in music class!

Our musical concepts and focus has been on BEAT and RHYTHM! Ask your child what BEAT
is? (It is the steady pulse of a song). Ask your child what RHYTHM is? (It is patterns of long
and short sounds)

We started learning beat and rhythm with our African drums, playing rhythm music rules! We
also played Ostinato (repeated) rhythm patterns on the drums too. It was a very fun way to
learn the rules of the class and our concepts as well. We sang songs, marched, clapped, played
classroom percussion instruments, and read books like "Max Found Two Sticks" and "Rhythm,
Rhythm" and "Boom Chicka Rock"lall to demonstrate the difference between beat and rhythm!

We also had a science lesson in music! We learned all about SOUND! We learned that people
use sounds to communicate. And that sound is a form of energy. Something must VIBRATE in
order to make a sound. WOW!

Now the focus will be on the musical concepts of FORM, PITCH, MELODY, NOTES, STAFF,
VERSE REFRAIN, TEMPO and STYLE! There is so much to learn!

* 5™ graders will be performing a Patriotic music program on Tuesday, NOVEMBER 9™ at
7:00 p.m. on stage in the Palmetto school cafeterial Please mark your calendars!
*4™ graders will also be performing a Holiday music program on Tuesday, December 7™ at

7:00 p.m. on the stage in the Palmetto school cafeterial
Please mark your calendars!

‘ What a fun-filled, busy, school year!! Music is the best!
J.’Jf Thank you for supporting the arts!

"JJJ.J. Lisa Federico, Music Teacher
federili@collier.k12 fl.us
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The Art Studio

By: Mrs. Guidry

0000000000y

Your child will be working with various materials during their art class each week
(crayon, marker, acrylic paint, clay, watercolor to name a few). They will also be
creating works of art that go along with the regular classroom curriculum, incor-
porating science, math, and reading. I also find that children like creating art-
work that is seasonal, which I incorporate from time to time in my program.

All grade levels are participating in a school-wide fundraiser for art. A piece of
their artwork has been sent o a company to be placed onto a magnet free of
charge. With the magnet, comes an order form and prices of other merchandise
that can be personalized with your child's artwork. Keep your eyes open for
this order form around the week of Oct 25th! The merchandise ordered then
arrives to school in the month of December just in time for the holiday season,
and a portion of the money raised comes back to Palmetto’'s Art Department.

Do not be alarmed if your child does not bring home artwork each week from
their art class. I have them create portfolios to take their work home with them
at the end of the school year. This is a good assessment of their progress
through the year, and it is nice to have all their art-
work kept together as memorabilia. This also allows
me to pull various pieces for the exhibits held around
the community and to decorate the halls of Palmetto
Elementary! I am very excited to work with your chil-
dren this school year

Mrs. Guidry
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Tech Talk

By: Mr. Holt

We have had a fantastic start in the technology lab at Palmetto Elementary
School. Our students have shown an incredible amount of enthusiasm and ingenu-
ity while creating projects using a variety of different pieces of software.

Our Kindergarten and First grade students have been learning about matter.
First grade is creating a 4 slide Power Point project and Kindergarten is using
Kidspiration to explore solids, liquids and gasses .

Second grade is using Microsoft Power Point to create a presentation about the
tools scientists use. We also visited the science lab and learned about magnetic
force. They had lots of fun exploring and learning with magnets.

Third, fourth and fifth graders just finished a Power Point project about the sci-
entific method. They learned how scientists think and conduct experiments while
evaluating their hypothesis. Students also learned how to insert a hyperlink to
various web sites that offered a more detailed explanation of the scientific
method. Third, fourth and fifth grade vis-
ited the science lab as well. They had the op-
portunity to use triple beam balances, explore
liquid measure and use a variety of measure-
ment tools. They had a wonderful time!

Be sure to read Tech Talk next month for
more exciting news about technology at Pal-
metto Elementary School.
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The P.E Pavilion
By: Coach Messonnier & Coach Weston

The Physical Education Department this year consists of two PE teachers, Gwen-
dolyn Messonnier and Toni Weston. The year started off very well, learning the
rules and procedures of the class. Our classes started with juggling scarves and
juggling cubes along with cup stacking. Each of these activities is not only fun
but helps develop hand eye coordination.

The next activities moved into the lifetime skills of dance and bowling. Many stu-
dents know the vocabulary of bowling because they play on
the Wei at home. Your students may have shown you the
dances such as the Bunny Hop, Mexican Hat Dance, or
maybe the Virginia Reel. Our classes started to work on
our cardiovascular fitness by jumping rope.

The students practiced Chinese Jump Ropes, long ropes
and short ropes using cooperation skills of working to-
gether to help accomplish turning the rope, holding the rope, or waiting their
turn. The jump rope skills encourage the students fo participate in Jump Rope
for Heart which will be held during their Related Arts time on Tuesday No-
vember 23rd.

The next activities to be taught are volleyball for the 3™ -5™ graders along with
throwing and catching games for the K-2" graders as well as the game of horse-
shoes taught to practice underhand throwing at a target. We have many more
fun activities planned for the students of Palmetto Elementary. Ask your stu-
dent what they did in PE each week. The 4™ and 5™ graders will be tested using a
new tool in Collier County called the Fitnessgram. The Fitnessgram will show if a
student is in the healthy fithess zone. All students at PLE will practice the Fit-
nessgram skills but only 4™ and 5™ grade will be tested.
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From the Reading Stacks...

PLE Media Center

The mission of the Palmetto Elementary School Media Center is to create a warm, welcoming,
and inviting environment where patrons can meet their educational and recreational needs to
increase their sense of confidence and perseverance in learning.

We're going on a book hunt! The Kindergarten and 1°" grade students visit the media center on a
weekly basis for a book read aloud as well as checking out books from the Easy section (we're going to
find a good onel) They have been doing a great job using the shelf markers (s/jppity slide, slippity slide)
when they take a book of f of the shelf to look at it (peak and turn). We have read books about the li-
brary and how to be responsible when reading our books (turn the pages at the corner). We have also
read books by author Mercer Mayer. Books Mercer Mayer wrote include the Little Critter stories,
There's An Alligator Under My Bed, and A Boy, A Dog, A Frog and a Friend.

Students in grades 2-5 access the media center during open media throughout the week in addition to
attending a scheduled monthly media class. The students are now using Destiny Quest which is our
online catalog in which they can create their own list of books they are interested in checking out from
the library. The catalog can also be accessed from home if you would like to take a peek at the books
we have on our shelves. Go to http://destiny.collierschools.com and click on Palmetto Elementary Media
Center. Then click on the Catalog tab at the top and then Destiny Quest on the left hand side. Stu-
dents can log into their account with their student ID and the password is their birthday (month and
day only). Students in 2™ grade have been learning about fiction and nonfiction and where those sec-
tions are located in the library. Students in 3™ grade have been learning about the Dewey Decimal Sys-
tem. Students in 4™ grade have been learning about citations to give credit to their sources. Students
in 5™ grade have been learning about plagiarism.

We are looking forward to hosting our first book fair which will be held November 15™ - 19™. The book
fair will be open Monday - Thursday from 8:30am - 3:00pm and Friday from 8:30am - 1:00 PM. We will

also be open for Family Night on Tuesday, November 16™ from 5:00pm - 7:00pm. For more information
about the book fair, please visit http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/

palmettoelem.
If you would like to volunteer to help with the book fair, please contact us at doucetka@collier.k12.fl.us
or 239-377-9110.

Mrs. Doucette & Mrs. Benoit

If | was a book, | would like to be a library book, so | would be taken home by all different
sorts of kids. ~Cornelia Funke
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Editor:
Ms. Guidry
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~___—g=ll The Palmetto PTO is geared up for a great
year and has lots of fundraisers and events
planned! Just in the first few months of
school, we will have a Family Pizza Night,
our t shirt and sweatshirt sales, The First
Annual Pumpkin Patch, Trunk or Treat, the
school scarecrow contest, A Family Night
BBQ in conjunction with the Book Fair Fam-
ily Night, Holiday Gator Grams, a cookie
dough fundraiser, Parents Night Out, and
the Holiday houselll Wheeew! If it sounds like a lot to do, it sure is! So we need
as many volunteers as we can get to help out! We have had a great teacher and
staff support this year, and we are so grateful for that! Please remember that
your school PTO is what makes it possible for the students to go on field trips
and do many activities throughout the school year.

A Parent Guide to the Flu
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from this potentially serious infection.

Actions to help prevent the spread of the flu:
o Stay away from people who are sick.

o Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Throw the tissue in the trash
after itis used. Teach children to cough and sneeze in their sleeve if
tissues are not available.

e Wash hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not
available, use alcoholzbased hand sanitizer.

« Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

« Ifyour child has symptoms of the flu, notify the school. Children with
the flu should stay home from school or day care for at least 24 hours
after the fever is gone without the use of fever-reducing medicine.
Consult with your health care provider as needed.

For more information about the flu, please visit www.cdc.gov/flu or www.flu.gov
or call 800-CDC-INFO.
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